
FAQs: Urban place designations and zoning  
 
The Official Community Plan and neighbourhood plan sets the direction, goals and policies for different 

parts of the city.  These provide guidance for decisions about zoning. 

 

What is an urban place designation?  
 

An urban place designation (or land use designation) is a policy set out in the Official Community Plan 

that describes the future vision for how land should be used in a particular area. The urban place 

designation describes the character, general types of uses, height and density ranges that are desirable 

for the general area.   It does not directly affect what can be built on a property.  

 

There are 20 different urban place designations identified in Victoria’s Official Community Plan (p.37). 

 
What is zoning?  

 
Zoning is regulatory tool used to implement the objectives of the Official Community Plan and 

neighbourhood plan on a specific property. 

 

Zoning regulates how a specific property can be used. Zoning affects what land owners can actually 

construct on their property through regulations for features such as setbacks, lot size, building heights, 

parking requirements, open space, types of uses, height and density.  

 
How are the urban place designation and zoning related? 
 
The urban place designation and other policies in the Official Community Plan and neighbourhood plan 

are used to help inform and evaluate future zoning changes.   

 

Zoning changes affecting land use and density require a public hearing and consideration by Council.   

 

Does the neighbourhood plan change urban place designations or zoning? 
 
A neighbourhood plan may recommend refinements to urban place designations. These would be 

recommended when the final plan is considered for approval by Council and would require a public 

hearing and formal amendment to the Official Community Plan. 

 

A neighbourhood plan may recommend City-initiated amendments, updates or other changes to zoning. 

These are identified at a high level in the Action Plan section of a neighbourhood plan and would be 

undertaken as part of the plan’s implementation, after the plan is approved by City Council. Zoning 

changes affecting land use and density require a public hearing and consideration by Council.   

 
 


